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Understandir‘g th

The Four Questions o
hat 15 the problem Bales identifies in this
1. Whas .
slecuon’
Is it a soidl problem?
~ What is the cause ?f
this problem affect? Wh

problcm?

4 What can be done about this

pmblem?
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this problem? Who dpes~
o benefits from this

w12

ouls “’(Jrks
Washington,
he got together

]for the phone company near
).C. He 'also frees slaves. When
with family and friends for the

e World of New Slaver,

~ KEVIN BALES

And [ asked myself, you know, Whay
wrong with the young lady? At fir s
her, where do you come from? S ::Jld
me she was visiting from Indiana, Tp,,
she was staying with my cousin thee B‘;,
something stuck in my mind. :

&

Louis had visited his cousin in Indiany g,
times and didn’t remember ever meeting this N ]
woman. Driving home from the party, he akegy
wife what she knew about the girl. His wif »
heard that the girl had eloped and was now iy,
with their cousin. Yet this seemed a little odq 4
well, because normally a girl seeking refuge wou

look first to her own family.
Louis had come to the United States fiom

;Cimeroon, West Africa, in 1985 and eventuly

became a2 U.S. citizen. With a degree n mani-
ment from an American university, he had a gf
job and served as an elder in his Presbyteris
church. Living in the suburbs in Virgini Lm
and his family were pursuing the middle-cs
dream of stability and security. By his late forn:t
Louis had achieved much of his dream- o ;
found himself deeply unsettled by this Stﬁngﬁ_
troubled girl in the middle of his famﬂ?”s T8 o
giving holiday. Things just weren't adding upl;ti\’f'
few days later he drove over to visit 3 ¢
where the young woman was staying:

And then she began to tell me the story
And felt so bad about it.... [ mead hear
everyone has a human feeling, if YV
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A.h Tiéh o
a story Wthh is SO tepe b
being human, | Tible, v, %
writing the stop 8an to N
9 Orles She told Il\\\‘. I
ably if you read the bt me._ | o ‘
wrote, you would iy Ole parn UPOh.

that something wys Teaﬁ;.

The more Louis hearqg th
> (S

He listened as, confused, isolateq in thl's Birl's v o
e painfully recounted yeur *Oi_nd stil
wburbs of Washington, D . sla

Her name was Rose. Back ;

In C

e of fourtef:n, she had just begsl: e}:c)on, at the
qmmer vacation when a friend o fher er school’g
%y her house. This woman explained i‘ﬁnt stopped
eroonian family in the United States neez'; c‘i‘ Cam-
one to help around the house. Ip exchan some-
gmily would hélp Rose go to s ge, the

: : chool in Amer;
it ounded like a great opportunity to Rose and g
her parents. They talked it over carefully and agree?j

that she could go right away. Since the summer
vacanon had just begun, she would have time to
eule in before starting school in the United States.
Away from her parents, Rose was introduced to the
fmily she would be working for. They bought her
ar uicket and escorted her through customs and
mmigration, passing her off as one of their family
when they reached the United States. Everything
wemed normal until they reached Rose’s new
home in America. Then the trap closed.

The husband and wife showed Rose the jobs
they wanted her to do. Soon the jobs filled her day
wompletely, rapidly taking control of her life. Up at
@ the morning, Rose had to work until long past
“f‘dmghr- When she began to question her treat-
:Iem, the beatings began. “They used to hit me,”
[;LM “id. “I"conldn’t pgo for threesdays without
I:R(:)f:nlng mt‘“]ip.” The smallest acc_ident ‘would
b o, ‘Leﬂt‘el- Sometimes I might spill a drink o
s mdﬁ lY mistake. They would hit me for that,
e f;rﬁl-] d strange country, locked up in a strange
e om home, Rose was cut off from hf;lp. If
Ued ¢ \:0 use the phone, she was beaten; if she
T ju“te a letter, it was taken away from her.
ey Qi;[ hke_ she was lost in the middle Of, a

Louis: “she was completely isolated’

1 past,
in 5]10ck,
Very in the

t

A9 niln.

UnN DERey

‘s
NDING Twe worLD oF NEW SLAVERY

ject

Unider the complete control of OFhershS;:?urs,

: “‘l‘hﬂykl'_d‘ -"hlISL‘, p"lid nothing‘ workmg a s 5

' fourteen-year-old schoolgil had PECET L.,

. ‘“"" promise that she could g0 to scho In

:‘\n 'enca was just the bait used to hook he; m

}\:'meroon her parents received no word ohe
1, “nly occasional reassuring messages from ¢

family who had enslaved their daughter. The -y

Mg and constant verbal attacks broke Rose’s will,
a‘nd her life dissolved into a blur of pain, exhaus-
tion, work, abuse, and fear, Rose lived in slavery for
t™Wo and a half years.

Someday we may know the details OfWhﬂt'hap—
Pened in these years, but probably not. Until re-
cently Rose was often nervous and withdrawn, still
suffering from the trauma of her enslavement. Dem-
onstrating remarkable resilience, she has moved on
to a new life, and it would be understandable if she
never wants to revisit that period of unspeaka'l.:ﬂe
pain. Her mind has deeply buried her memones.
What we do know is that not long after she had
tumed eighteen, Rose was found trying to talk to
a neighbor by the woman who controlled her.
Dragging her away, “the woman started yelling at
me, started cursing me,” Rose explains, “and 1
couldn’t take it anymore. I just had to run away.”
Later that day she ran to the home of a friend of her
“employer.” She pleaded for help, but this woman
called the family who had enslaved her. When Rose
realized the betrayal, she ran again, this time to the
parking lot of a nearby K-Mart. Her only hope was a
Cameroonian man she had met in her employers’
home. He had seemed nice, and she had learmed
his phone number. Begging change from a stranger
to make a phone call, she managed to leave a mes-
sage for the man, asking him to pick her up. With-
out a coat, with no other place to go in the cold
November night, she waited in the parking lot out-
side a store. Four hours later, at nearly 11:00 p.m., she
was picked up and taken home to the man’s family.
This man was Louis’s cousin.

Although in safety, Rose was still in limbo.
The family she was staying with simply did not
know what to do with her, and she feared that in
time her “employers” would try to take her back.
Then came Thanksgiving and the meeting with
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wou d

was treated. [t made me

and ae someone
hild the Way she
Y

ack m my somach.
L ouis took Rose 10 stay with his own fim-

Snon_ g .1. -ned up 10 him, more shocking facts

iy, and ”f:hh:u:{:ut. It occurred to Louis to ask Rose
cannt i _ !fmorc girls in the same situation. “Oh,
o she knew atny owing up on what Rose could

- ‘ llowi
ves, " she replied. FO |
remember, be found two more young women i1

davery, and by himself, with real daring, he liberated
e One of them, Christy, had been brought to the
Unieed States at seventeen and had spent five years as
, domesaic dave. Sally had been brought at age fifteen
and had spent three years in bonclage.2 Now Louis
had three young women staying with his family, with
hexr care and support coming from his own pocket.
Hs first job, he decided, was to reassure the women’s
imilies, so he took videos of all three relaying mes-
sages to their families and then traveled to Cameroon.
He showed the video footage to the girls’ families,
who were shocked but overjoyed, as Louis explains:

They were very happy to see me, and
especally the fact that I took the video of
their children, they were extremely happy,
E:cmse even if they now saw what their
hazﬂt}? hadl gone through, at least they
e Iand information from their chil-
conci u; tgoodabout it because it was like a
g 1 :n ;3 me tha_t I 'had done the right
o t}-]e ou ].see their faces, and | could see
concemy ;ea ized at least that someone was
ed about the Jjyes of their children

jobs. One woman provideq il
were taken after leaving thei Ouse Whe
prepared for the trip to Amclr, f-Emiih'es N
members of the Cameroonj::ca, So ea"d
United States were involved Communiresll‘u‘
understand that he was up . 2nd Loy ? N
: gainst f
“With the help of lawyers 2Omey ',lgga“ )
called CASA Maryland, the gis <. Ty
now been prosecuted in both cn‘mm:imp 102?;%
Rose bravely went through the Ordeajand Civj coiﬂ'
examined and having her slavery and abOfbe' rm:&
open court. The trial resulted in 3 Convjus? ¢ Sed;
couple who enslaved her were sentence; nonf th:
in prison and ordered to pay her $10¢ 0{;8 ) %,;
tion. Of course, being awarded restitun'::)n " 1: Testy,
getting it are two different things, and Rose';;lctmﬂy
ably never see the money. She’ll also pey, Prop
parents again; they both died in 2002, ey
Christy’s “employers” got five years iy oy
and were ordered to pay $180,000 in back VEZMH
So far, Christy has received about $2,000. Shege;
Rose live together now, sharing an apartmentmm
the Washington, D.C., area. Both are working
nursing assistants and dream of being nurses. For th
moment they can’t afford to go to college, becius
much of what they earn is sent back to Cameroon
to support their families. Christy’s remittances are
building a house for her parents and are paying the
school fees of her younger brothers and sister.
Louis supported the three girls as long as they
needed help. Although he slowly used up his %"
ings, he is convinced that he did the right thing
“People treat dogs better than these girls were treat-
ed,” he told me. “Anyone who cares about other
people would do what I did.”
If the story of these young wo
it would be shocking enough. That there ar¢ slaveslfe’
the suburbs of Washington, D.C., the calel 0 )
land of the free, might cause us to question ourme
sumption about this country. Our questions becose,s
more troubling when we face the fact that.l}oon.
story is one of many such tales in the ?Shlggtgs.
D.C., area, and one of thousands in the United many
The U.S. Department of State estimates at s e
as 17,500 people are brought into the COU”.':::t:iO"*
year and forced into agricultural work, pros® not
domestic service, or sweatshop labor: e

men were uniqulf.

These
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oorly Paid migrant workers: the
According to conservative esgim::L Peopls arg
- ates, there
thouS?ndS Ofsla.ves in America today ':l; e ae tens of
dsin the United States and Other'(i Illd the iz
_ : ——— g
ries are__]usr a traction of the tota] .u:mL _"Iu d coun-
The estimated twenty-seven millio, i-‘ the globe.
1 slaves |
world today equals more than twice the n:s 1}:1 the
. s . 111 2 o
eople taken from Africa during the 350 1ber of
tic slave trade ® But gi oAU years of the
Adantic > ) . given that legal slave
Jonger €XIstS, AOW can we call these people slaugalm

SLaves,

WHAT MAKES A SLAVE?

svery has been with us since the beginning of

puman history- When people began to congregate
o Mesopotaniia and make the first towns around
4800 B.C., they built strong external walls around
their tOWDS, suggesting the occurrence of raiding
nd war. We find the first depiction of slavery in
clay drawings that survive from 4000 B.c.; the draw-
ings show captives of battle being tied, whipped,
nd forced to work by the Sumerians. Papyrus
crolls from 2100 B.C. record the ownership of slaves
by private citizens in Egypt and list the first docu-
mented price of a slave: eleven silver shekels. When
money began to be used, slave trading became a
way of making a living, and we see records showing

dve-niding  expeditions from Egypt capturing
1554 saves in Syria in one season. Around 1790
i, the first written laws introduced the legal status

ad worth of slaves, These Babylonian law codes
derly sated that slaves are worth less than “real
,I-:l?p t a principle that is repeated for the next
de;[ao‘;:a‘?d_ years. T_'he ancient c;ode is gruesoglely
for C‘Xa; 31’5‘93" making a fatal mlstfake on a patient,
Uil thep 6 18 Offiered to hlave his hands cut off,
4 to pe hPauenc is a slave, in which case he only
I Place the slave.
t’nmr?;s;; centuries, people had no problem
N given tf Wh.o was a slave and who wasnt,
Vi then e existence of temporary enslavement.
‘;10]@”“ s f:n cli now share one central condition:
Egn 5 eB:Ef}( U.sed to control them or punish
g, b eY onian code again: “If a slave strike
Ban, ar shall be cut off”; and the Louisiana

"TANDING THE WORLD

ST _ - “ s gl w 2
Slave Code of 1724: “The SLW;- nd © B in 2
his master, his mistress, the husbd sulmlg

. OrF re - d
he acc i be 15

their children, either in
’
of bloo th

bruise or the outpouring
thousan

by death.” For nearly four enshrined it
inflict violence on a slave ns ence™ s
£ huma pc.:,plc

When the legal ownership ©

did in the United States in 186\:&;““‘

thought that slavery had c"d,ed 2 n.jted gtates N°
le 1n inu d

But even when peop
longer owned slaves legally, ¢

to control them—Dby restricting
food supply, refusing them educatiom ==~ Jence.

movements, and threatening g
e ea
h the gr fought for

hey often .
iheir housing and

This fact does not diminis ho

of the abolitionists and the slaves ¥/ thousan of

their . if there are tens © -
freedom; if th ¢ is worth 1€

' tates today, 1
oo ?Nere once four mmon. ‘St "
laws were passed against 1t
ped. Throughout history,
otal control of a person
's labor. The essence O
e business

slaves in the U
membering that there
no matter how many
facto slavery never StOp
slavery has meant taking. t
and exploiting that person
slavery is neither legal ownership nor th
of selling people; the essence of slavery 1s control-
ling people through violence and using them to
make money. Before laws gave one person the
fore the in-

right to own another person, even be
vention of money as a means of exchange, slavery

was part of human life. Today the laws allowing
slavery have been repealed, but people around
the world are still brutalized and broken and re-
duced to slavery through violence. Their free will
is taken away. Their labor, their minds, and their
Jives are consumed by someone else’s greed. Slavery,
at its most fundamental, has just three elements:
control through violence, economic exploitation,
and the loss of free will. Slavery is not about race,
color, or ownership. Any one or all of these may
be used to justify slavery, but they are not essential
for its existence.

If people are not legally recorded as being
slaves, how can we really call them slaves? The
answer is relatively simple, though as with most
human conditions, there are always cases that defy
clear definition. We can start by asking, Can thi
person walk away from the situation wi’thout fea:-
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212 PART V!
e answer 1s 110, if the person is
to leave, then you have one
: _ Another question Wwe can
mdjc.au:;:;s :Er;l::e;id nothing, or at adlaevel tl;:t
ask: 115» Leeps the person alive from one ]y to lt) e
e E again at Rose. She couldn't leave be-
e Lmh threat of violence, she was paid noth-
gucse W28 nly enough food to keep her

o she was given 0 ; :

:l;j& and she was economically exploited. Her
bzlfr'v to exercise free will was taken from her.
ability )

Rose was a slave. The newspapens might havlfi: caclllejd
her condition “virtual slavery,” or said she vee n
«davelike” conditions, but make no @stake: like
women in bondage in ancient Babylonia or the an-
tebellum American South, Rose was a_slave.

Slavery is also not a matter of duration. The fact
that Rose spent “only” two and a half years in
bondage does not make her any less a slave. Slavery
isn't necessarily a permanent condition. That was
never the case, even when slavery was legal. The
ancient Babylonian law and the Louisiana Slave
Code both allowed for temporary enslavement.
For thousands of years people have been captured,
snared, coerced, tricked, sold, kidnapped, drugged,
arrested, swindled, seduced, assaulted, or brutalized
into slavery. A fortunate few have then managed to
make their way out again through any number of
exits. Some were released when their health and
strength broke down and they were no longer use-
ful. Some managed to escape after decades and
others after just weeks. For some families of
slaves, it took generations. On rare occasions a mas-
ter would free a slave as 4 gift, but that did not

change the fact that the person had been a slave.
The same is true today,

We have to put behingd
most of us hold ip our m
the antebellum South. Con

of violence? If fh
beaten when trying

us the picture of slavery
inds, that of slavery in

slavery of ¢h X
cheap, and they are disposalf]e}?a“- tlaves

‘-—_

<OCIAL PROBLEMS: IMMIGRATION

This new variant of slave arrj

first century. Today slayes -~ ved wiy "
ever been. The englayeq o ®aPer thy, ;]h’”fnn
equivalent of $40,000 i, 1 85(;V0rker Wwhy Tk,
today. This dramatic £y 6 COsts Jog, thCo&t i
the basic economic equation .;; hag forev:n 3y
price of any commodity drops m;!QVe :
of supply and demand is funds tcally, g, b
Today there is a glut of Potentia] ‘Slllen h
ket. That means they cost very littleat‘:es on the Iy
high retums, since their ability to wgrﬁthcan 8ener
with their price. The retum to be made oty
1850 Alabama averaged around 5 percon Slave
returns from slavery start in the double ;Dt. Tog,
range as high as 800 percent. Even Whengr}f ag
used in the most basic kinds of work, slaves cm;:f
back their purchase price (however that acquisin'o;
occurred) very quickly.

Slaves were far more costly in the pagt. Although
finding a clear equivalent between modem doly
and the currency used in ancient Babylona o
Rome is impossible, we can look at how much shvs
cost in terms of things that don’t change very mud
over time. An understanding of slave prices from the
past is based on three measures: the value of land, te
annual wages paid to a free agricultural worker, a
the price of oxen. For all of human history (ad ’,u_ﬂ
today), people have maintained records _Of theﬁpf]lg:
of land and the cost of keeping a worker in the E:ev-.
And for thousands of years, until the Indusfl'”]to gﬂ
olution, oxen were used as a power soulrcf(wm
food out of the ground and onto the oy ;nlericaﬂ
you read oxen, think tractor. Today :‘nr 3 tractdh
farmer may pay upward of “00’000 . e prict o
in the past oxen were expensive.) For ctite
three or four oxen, a farmer could b:zda g
field big enough to support a family 8 gﬁC"]‘u.r
or pay the annual salaries of two OF © big AP
workers. Three or four oxen Wer awo
vestment. Yet, on average, they Wer‘?der
of only one healthy slave. Or 0%
price of one slave in the Deep SOU 0
person could buy 120 acres of ° W
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d b E1g 'JNDE"TS'I'AanNG THE WORLD OF NEW SLAVER
should not be any surprige that slaye est tire
after all, Slth‘hOIders were buwvs S Were eXpensiye: ) hen the pr 5—
ductive capacity of a h VI8 the complage ¢ Will be sent back to her parents W laved dO°
ul.dd squeeze out f man being, 4] the \ioi PTO-" of her or her health breaks down- Eq-]n|sbe discard®
could 59 Or as long as they they ¢ workers d the worl city ©F
Jave alive. could keep the when thei arfom;J » moves to another Javes
) eir “family” m S, S
In India today you can still buy s] country. Like plastic pens Of paper Cupl;e can
famﬂand and oxen, which remain a:he 25 el 2 and POt;fntial slfves are so numerous that}lt S(Z for
. » ) € essentia] ; away. B0
tractors” that keep farms o a simpl d thrown ’
are the price of a ] going. But when we Ply be used P = ve as slaves 8© today
comp p Slave to the modern pyj example, was fairly expensl :  for her. Her
brices  yet her slaveholders paid nothing needed to

land, labor, or oxen in Indjy
;fcmge, 95 percent less than in,t;]hee;z:e _IfgiSts, on
apitous collapse, unprecedented in al] of p, -
history, has dire consequences for slaves.© I an
could buy 2 fully equipped, brand new carytf())u
$40, do you think your relationship to your ca:
would change? If your car were that cheap, you
would begin to treat it as somethin G 15, Be. mged
ad then discarded. Why even fix a flat tire if the
whole car costs less than the repair? Most slaye-
holders feel that way about slaves today.
The inexpensiveness of slaves is good for the
daveholder and great for the bottom line but disas-
wous for slaves. A low purchase price means that a
dave does not represent a large investment requiring
special care; the slave is easily replaced. Slaves today are
reated like cheap plastic ballpoint pens, the kind we
dlhave in our desk drawers or pockets. No one wor-
nies sbout the care and maintenance of these pens or
bout keeping a careful record of their whereabouts.
No one files a deed of ownership for these pens or
*“0ds out 2 search party if one goes missing. No one
®outinsurance on these pens. These pens are dis-
Poable, and, because they are so cheap, so are slaves.
Tess 'f;:&\l;es get ill, are injured, outlive their useful-
e): are decome troublesome to the slaveholder,
elaved asll;np ed—.-ol- worse. The young woman
M the gtroe Prostitute in Thailand is thrown out
Bragi i When she tests positive for HIV. The
8 charcI;;;;". ticked and trapped into slavery mak-
Mng e, 8 tossed out when the forest is razed
Peng O I‘f& to cut. The boy in India who
:E’:fbaCk to K;En"_'g bidi cigarettes is dumped or
Dhc:h()]der will tm']Y if he is injured or ill, and th.e
Chay The Younry to take another child in 1’?15
g nl:] Who as% Women in “ritual slavery” in
L Pegnateq “¢N exploited, sexually abused,
*8in and again by a trokost priest,

iy
- 3

N
‘:{k

acquisition cost involved only the time ts an
spin a web of lies to her and her parefi

expense of bringing her to America-

WHERE DO ALL THESE
SLAVES COME FROM?

How do we explain a world in which twenty-seven
million people are in slavery? Where did all these
slaves come from? And how did these people become
enslaved? Basically, three factors that converged after
World War II gave birth to the resurgence of slavery.
The first factor is the world population explosion.
After 1945 the world population grew like never
before in human history. This growth was the prod-
uct of many positive developments: the control of
infectious diseases, better health care for children,
and a prosperity that provided sustenance for the
coming billions. World population exploded from
two billion to over six billion in about fifty years,
with most of this growth occurring in the developing
world. Figure 19.1, plots world population growth
along with the fall in the prices of slaves. What be-
comes clear is that the population explosion helped
create a glut of potential slaves flooding the market
and leading to a crash in prices.

Population growth helps to explain the drop in
prices, but it doesn’t necessarily explain the growth
in numbers of slaves. Simply having a lot of people
doesn’t make them into slaves; other things had to
happen to lead them or force them intg slave

The second factor pushing these growin Y-

: : : g mil-
lions toward slavery is a collection of dramatic o
and economic changes, many of which were ocial
posed to make those people’s lives bettey. Likeslzh;
world population, the global economy boome d
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land, or agricultural waqq,
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X-axis is due to the lack Ofoﬂg e
regular data on slave pri(_e:

years given reflect those
which slave price inform
be obtained.

fOf 0

years i
ation Gn

o Year

ier 1945, As colonies in the developing world
cared their independence, many of the new coun-
mes opened up 0 Western businesses. In the 1950s
people remarked on the spread of Ford cars and
Coca-Cola all over the world; by the 1960s the
rapid economic changes in the developing world
were seen a5 commonplace; by the 1990s no
one thought it surprising that teenagers in India,
Malaysia, or the Ukraine were eating the same
McDonald’s hamburgers and humming the same
tunes from MTV as teenagers in Chicago, Tokyo,
or London. As the economy became global and
gew exponentially, its benefits were shared in
::::;1{1 P(;fdﬂ of the world.-But other parts of the
P"Puhtionsni[cr?l;ef pgrt 'm ot g[(')Wth' thle
tence poverty of [hee t aehmd, stuck in the subsis-
Povery i oftenp :}:, Ofk‘)N o )
levels, though thi 1. ought of as hflvmg two
bottom level are e J"‘T1 a rough .ggldelme. At the
live on §1 , day or | re than one billion people who
the developip, ess, All these people are living in
are livip g world, and for the most part, tt
B outside towns and cities livi part, they
$ame- hand-to- oyl and cities living out the
existence that was the rule

for mo
st of hum .
. a
be this poor? n hlStOry. What does it mean to

’

Ity
that access ¢, m ‘lcllf":ans you are always hungry and
edical care and education for your

‘-_;

children is pretty much out of the question.
means you are unlikely to have the basic need
of life: clean water, a roof to keep out the nm,
adequate clothing, or even 2 pair of shoes.

This is life without options. Every action mus
be aimed at day-to-day survival, and even that sr-
vival is nor assured. Desperation is the nom. and
families are ready to do anything to survive. Thes
families are found especially in rural South Asia
rural Africa, areas where slavery thrives. Later in thl
book you will meet families in India who are T
to live on forty cents a day. These are families whos
children are regularly harvested into slavery-

One step up from this extreme poverty agan”
a guideline, are families living on appl'oxima“']Y sie
$2 a day, a level that is sometimes called 7%
poverty.”7 Many of these families are I{Vmg_l_[]es d
vast shantytowns that surround the major ,Cl: it
the developing world. For example, ;
has a population of twenty million, an¢
of the residents live n shacks and Jean-tos © it
board and scrap wood that lac
Many of these families are economic Conve[((d
rural areas where family farms have beer; ; exp™
into plantations growing cash crops :ro und ¢
Their lives as subsistence farmers, baseC © et
village and church, were shattered when
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4 of the land they had worked, often
dispossr:sse ns. Searching for jobs, they migrated
erat to find themselves competing
o M f other campesinos. In the shanty-
ol m;lhO'l;aze Jost the neighbors, the church,

41 village. Criminal gangs

of the rur
f the shantytown areas. The gov-

.me or attention to give these

em™ d disenfr‘rmChised people, relegating them to
j-class status: This pattern is repeated across
d, and the result, whether in

loping worl
the deve P anila, or Bangkok, is extreme

. Ne\v DC]-hiv M
Rio lice do not protect you, the

rability. The PO ,
w is 110t YOUT shield, you can't buy your way out

of problems, and any weapon you have is no match

for those of the gangs and the police.
In fact, if we compare the level of poverty and

the amount of slavery for 123 of the world’s coun-
s, the pattern 1S obvious.” The poorest countries
have the highest levels of slavery. The relationship
would be exact except for the effects of global
human trafficking in which the vulnerable are
endaved and transported from poor countries to
rich ones, with the result that the richest countries
have significant pockets of slavery.
This link between poverty and slavery holds
amost any way you measure it. For example, the
United Nations has classified thirty-eight countries
of the world as being “high-debt countries,” which
E:;ns;hat these countries are carrying a crippling
dEbt(; debt owed to international lenders. A high-
i oan O;’;]“Y has to use what little income oOr taxes
is owi er to service debt rather than to invest in
by ﬁOIIJ:otﬁle. This is often called a debt overhang.
IYZing it and € past bFars down on a country, pard-

he types of? reventing any growth in the future.
ble to g nvestments a high-debt country is not
Fowth mg__schools, law enforcement, economic
» 30d 50 on—are exactly th that are

y the ones

Most hkel
] Y to reduce the amount of slavery. If you

0ok
te ar;:::s all the countries in the world, those with
“the b tnomt of debt overhang also have some
. One g fSttE:vels of slavery.'°
mi‘::e 0se Can:eﬁ_poor countries is Cameroom
Do, LOF serig om. Cameroon has all the usu;lal
" the econe us poverty: half the population 15
my carries a hiph debt load, infant

s
uch ©
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mortality is hi

gh, HI i
expectancy is aroundV/AIDS .
level of poverty creat

rampant, and lif;
fifty years and falling, Thii

ove es many h i j
aving a very large number yof i:-c()lf)l:lp;;ol;lllt Jltlisl;
es

doesn’t m
ake those
people i
growth and the impofed:l])i;es.'hpld o
izatio idemi sy
conﬂjn, t;fl)ldemlCS, natural disastersp waroin%iIOb'al'-
tionalﬂ, ept(:icratic governments, and the inteCMI
arms trade all support ; v,
the emer,
. : gence of slav-
; ;'y b!ut do not cause it. To tumn the poor into slav‘;s
quires violence, and violence needs the righ
conditions to grow unchecked. t

ON THE TAKE

Corruption, especially police corruption, is the third
force that drives the growth of slavery. For slavery
to exist, the slaveholder must be able to keep the
slave where the law can’t protect them. Rose, en-
slaved in the United States, had to be isolated and

locked up. But in many parts of the world, a simple
local police allows a slaveholder to

thout fear of arrest. Sometimes the
provide violence for an extra
ts fail to protect their citizens

and to maintain the rule of law, those citizens can
become slaves. And because slavery is now illegal
everywhere, the complicity of crooked police is 2
fundamental requirement for slavery to take root. In
Western Europ¢, Ca d the United States, slav-

in spi olice, but in
ery happens il spife © : p
mr:}:ny countries slavery flourishes because of the work

of the police- Alm you ﬁn((i) ‘S,I::r;); rli
the developing Woric: 7=
officials on the take, turning

It is not

. o to joIN forces Wi
police to JOI & §10 or $20 3 mon

’s salary 15
officer’s $2 o exra $100 2

payment to the
use violence wi
police themselves will
fee. When governmen

th, the opportY”

differ-
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2 - i [h' hl‘ _l")b‘_p nlbeIS Ot hls O
N‘n: o €07 " Po\\"' rful mc] no one seams to
" the MmO tect peopic - ‘ ts
henat . to pro re often mugran
i enslaved ; e
Sl - qnce the bers 0{2 lO“‘Cr caste,

care o rﬂ;\‘};c’ﬂ' t:bf. or Tﬁ::c or relig;ious group,
- ‘Lu or dmerffl_h ;Eer few rewards and carry
Jower thetr mterests ¥  vou examine most of the
- Ag&lf; systematic way, you find 131‘
;ow'i’gzs ?Cn\'eéﬂ slavery and corruPﬁoq.
srong relanonstP ng and clear: more corruption
ppamm m‘[‘}us is a special challenge when
means MOT" Sljwt; institutionalized. The bribes pass
e b:fo cnc:mrnand and into the hands of poli-
::E jﬁj}mimwmem officials. Soon law epforce-
m;m ;s dedicated to protecting systematic lz_nx
wolanon. In Thailand, for example, lucrative police
commands are sold to the highest bidder, and the reg-
ular paymenss from slaveholders join the flow of:
money from other criminals into the pockets of
pohce and govemment officials. Russia is now a2
major exporter of trafficked women; in Moscow a
sngle monthly payment providing protection from
govenment taxes, police investigation, fire, theft,
vandalsm, safety inspections, and parking tickets is
deposited directdy into a2 US. bank account.'? The

size of the payment depends on the size of the b
and whether or not it is Je

s
Ty
n'dd'-] $

usiness

smugghng drugs or people are high, but then these
cnmes make huge profis,

gal. The bribes required for

If this sort of corruption j

“%
tional government faces an eng the

m}om o] T
for example, enacted a Strong law; 0. & Plklg.

age ﬂﬂ\’er}' m 1988 and revised it ma%a;;il iﬁbtb(,:i
of a large number of caseg Coming toh" "
single offender has beep convicteq The . M,
may be freed, usually through the EIGtion: :
nghts organizations, byt because of e Of by,
slaveholders are never Punished. [p eipmn the
slaves and their liberators are at great i) th? .
retaliation and persecution 13 More m‘t “ley
years ago India enacted an excellent oy, iy
bondage slavery, setuang a three “Samg dey

~Y€4r prisop .
and a fine for anyone convicted of forcing :;;%
nto, or keeping them n, bondage. T o 1.

my 3
edge, of the hundreds of ¥ knoy

CaSes prosecuted, p, con.

3

» complicity. When corrupam
1s widespread, governments must do more than
Pass tough laws; they must also TOOt out corrupto:
and give protection to those who have come oz
of slavery. At international meetings, many counms
make statements of heartfelt concern for the endaved
only to forget about them as soon as their represer-
tatives return home. In any event, slaves are voiceks

and unless they have powerful friends, their caues
forgotten....'*
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